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Deep In the Valley of
Sobaeksan Mountain

I set off to Yeongju in Gyeongsangbuk-do Province, nestled in Sobaeksan Mountain. I walked along
the railway, forest trails and streams while humming to myself.

Sobaek. It’s a name that comes to mind when the
green of nature thickens. This pleasant season, with
cool breezes in the morning and evening, seemed like
the best time to take on the 143-kilometer Sobaeksan
Mountain Jarak-gil Trail. The starting point of this
journey is the Old Path of Jungnyeong Pass. The
2.8-kilometer starts from the abandoned Huibangsa
Station, passes Neutijaengi Tavern, and reaches
Jungnyeong Maru. Jungnyeong is a mountain pass that
connects Yeongju in Gyeongsangbuk-do Province to

Danyang in Chungcheongbuk-do Province.

046

Setting Foot on the Mountain Trail

I chose the Old Path of Jungnyeong Pass as the starting point
because I wanted to get a close look at life in the rural village.
Yeo Gwang-ung, the owner of Moosoedal Café, located in
Huibangsa Station, and the head of Moosoedal Cooperative,
works tirelessly to preserve the village ecosystem. He not
only watches over the abandoned station, but also organizes
a flea market every weekend, selling various handicrafts and
food. On one side, there is a book written by Yeo himself on

the village’s history, culture and customs. While Moosoedal

Restaurant, which was run by the Cooperative, had to
close its doors due to the pandemic, Moosoedal Café is
still open, and visitors will find Yeo brewing coffee and

making beverages.

A Time to Ponder Over Life

I head to another village near the Sobacksan Mountain
Jarak-gil Trail. Its name is Dalbatgol, which means the
first village where moonlight touches under Birobong
Peak. Dalbatgil is a section of the trail that connects
Samga Parking Lot and Choamsa Temple. The pine
forest meditation area, spread out in the middle of
Dalbatgil, is an enchanting hideaway on Sobaeksan
Mountain. The sunbeds among the dense pine trees
beckon to your weary body. It is simply irresistible. I
am impressed by the power of meditation as I learn
how to clear up my mind. I inhale the sweet air infused
with the scent of pine, and my whole body becomes

refreshed.

Walking to the Rhythm of Water

Choamsa Temple was built by Great Monk Uisang when
he needed a place to stay temporarily while developing
his idea for the establishment of Buseoksa Temple. After
admiring the 3.5-meter-high stone pagoda built during the
late Unified Silla period, take a walk along the forest trail
and venture deeper into the valley. There, you will find
a magnificent view of Jukgyegugok Valley. Next to the
roaring waterfall is a large rock with the characters “first
valley” carved by Shin Pil-ha, who was a deputy prefect
during the reign of King Yeongjo.

Gugok-gil leads to Seonbi-gil, a path that passes through
Sunheung Reservoir and reaches Seonbichon Village,
all the while following the Jukgyecheon Stream.
Chwihandae Pavilion, located south of Sosuseowon
Confucian Academy, was created solely for the purpose of
admiring the stream. Soil and stones were piled up around
Gyeongjabawi Rock, and the surrounding area was adorned
with pine trees, white pine trees, and bamboo trees,
completing a living landscape painting.

As the sun sets with a crimson glow, I head to Sunheng
Reservoir. Another name for this place, where Jukgyecheon
Stream is dammed, is Songnimho. It is also perfect for a
stroll, with wooden decks placed around its perimeter.
The installation of landscape lighting that illuminates the
scenery at night adds to the pleasure of walking. Whenever
I want to cleanse my mind, I will come back to this place.

Of course, Sobaeksan Mountain will warmly embrace its

visitors on any given day. ®
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"Send people off from the southern and northern ends
of the country, and let's see where they meet.” This is a
legend from the reign of King Wonseong, the 38th ruler of
the Unified Silla dynasty. Two people with the same stride
walked, and a pagoda was erected at the place where
they met. The Seven-story Stone Pagoda in Tappyeong-
ri, Chungju is a national treasure, and it is also known as
the Central Pagoda. It is an interesting coincidence that
“chung"” also means “center” when its Chinese character
is broken down.

Considered an axis of the province, Chungju is known for
its serene nature, along with the harmony of mountains,
rivers, and fields. It offers a wealth of attractions such
as Chungjuho Lake, Tangeumdae Height, and Woraksan
National Park, as well as chabak (car camping) sites like
Sujupalbong Peaks and Binaeseom Island.

The harmonious coexistence of the city and nature has
attracted filmmakers to Chungju. Chungju’s natural
environment shines in historical dramas or works set in
North Korea. Binaeseom Island is a representative example.
Dramas like Six Flying Dragons and The Jingbirok, and the
movie The Long Way Home, which depicts an encounter
between South Korean and North Korean soldiers during
the Korean War, were filmed on Binaeseom Island.

Of course, Chungju has transformed with the passing of
time. The area around the Central Pagoda, which has been
standing for over 1,200 years, is now a park adorned with
sculptures. The tranquil park is perfect for spending time
alone or walking with loved ones. While Chungju may not be
the true center of Korea today, it is possible to make it the
center of your memories. Works that capture the charm of

Chungju can serve as hints for a more memorable trip. (3
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A ruthless ltalian mafia lawyer is betrayed
by the organization and comes to Korea,
seeking revenge against a mafia-like
powerful group. In this tense and gripping
work, the protagonist finds moments of
relaxation in Chungju’s Sujupalbong Peaks,
Jungangtap Park, and Tangeumho Lake.

F=J MUSIC VIDEO
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When Gaya's Ureuk sought refuge in Silla,
the king settled him in Chungju. Ureuk
played the gayageum (a traditional Korean
string instrument) on the mountains by
the river, known as Tangeumdae Height.
In the music video, the mystical sounds of
the handpan instrument complement the
sound of the gayageum.
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The drama centered around the D.P.
team, which captures the hidden stories
behind deserters, has received critical
acclaim. In Episode 6, a deserter kidnaps
the superior officer who tormented
him, and the place where he takes him
to is Hwarok Cave. The actual cave is a
popular tourist attraction.
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Se-ri crash-lands in North Korea while
paragliding and meets a North Korean
military officer named Jeong-hyeok.
Jeong-hyeok helps Se-ri return home
and, in the end, they go on a picnic
together. They spend poignant moments
on Binaeseom Island, filled with reeds
and tall grass.
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Ticket Booking

PASSENGER GUIDE

E
g
s

« Tickets can be purchased one month in advance and up to 20 minutes before departure (before departure in KORAIL Talk application).
« Installment option available if paying more than KRW 50,000 by credit card.
« Tickets issued as smartphone ticket or home ticket after payment.

& AE

AE—
Let's KORAIL Website KORAIL Talk Ticket Vending Ticket Booth NAVER-KAKAO T
(letskorail.com) Mobile App Machine or Ticket Retailer Mobile App
Ticket Loss

» Refunds may be provided for ticket purchases made using the KORAIL membership number or a credit card.
Not applicable to standing tickets, change of lost tickets, change of reissued tickets, and unused sections from alighting before the destination station.

- ()

i <
OR | 1 ,\\Q,\‘

o
Pay fees at the ticket booth

or to the on-board crew to
reissue your ticket.

Ticket Refund

iy

Receive arefund for your lost
ticket at the ticket booth.
(excluding service charge)

Check with the on-board crew that
your lost ticket is unused.

« Ticket refund value is calculated based on the time of refund claim, departure time specified on the ticket, and original price of
ticket on the receipt. Note that a service charge applies.

Before Departure
Classification - i _
1 month-1 day prior to departure Day of departure-3 hours prior 3 hours before
to departure departure time
Mon-Thu Free 5%
Fri-Sun, holidays KRW 400 (Free within 7 days from date of purchase) 5% 10%
After Departure (Request refund at ticket booth)
Classification
Up to 20 minutes 20-60 minutes 60 minutes-arrival time
Mon-Thu
15% 40% 70%

Fri-Sun, holidays
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How to Use a Fire Extinguisher - Escape to an Unaffected Car Escape through Emergency Window
1. SZE < S2EH oo U= A7 |S AU AW TS E=L ? ’2/\. S52IQ| QhLfjof 2t CHE XH2 QFHSHA| CHI[SHT 1. SUREEO| 27I5Y 2 AH 24X 20 U= Hla 2HE LX|9|
Take out the fire extinguisher from the box next to the exterior door and pull the pin. ‘ AR}, XL AMETHHA T|AS 4~ QS F=Ct : H HHE 0 DX|E THHCE
2. 20| LEELA0| BTZ SARICH Follow instructions of the train crew and move to an unaffected If you cannot escape through the exterior door, break open
- = el BT ATe . . car. Provide assistance to evacuate wounded, elderly people the glass cover of the emergency hammer box at both ends
Spray evenly at the area that is on fire. and pregnant women first. ‘ of each car and take out the hammer.
,,,,, 2. FEUZZO|UYEHMY HE REIETKEN D RCEHES HE
EId gE oY ‘ 92 LRI
Escape from a Tunnel Break the emergency window at both ends of each car and
F N X . .
H |§ o §I| 4 o 4 exit. Put clothing over the windowsills to protect yourself
Emergency Alarm - | @ EfE L HIAFALEN Al XIS HE=10 HIY RESS Wt : from broken glass.
7 B Q! ElZE3iT
1 AT ST SRS HA SHOIS OFfE S, m IZLITIE;N t1hEe en?e% enco e)tlt light to go out the tunnel exit
Pull down the red emergency alarm handle located at the upper part - gency 9 9 ’
of the interior door.
HI& ALCHE] 1]
2. B8 ES0| & Tl S2UCL Emoergency Ladder Location
The emergency alarm goes off.
KTX: 53KE 145k} | KTX-AEM: 25 XHUE HA 45K
77777 KTX-0|S: 124t 6=AH | ITX-MOFS: 4= K}
@ ST St A
Contacting the Train Crew | G Somsenes
Esca e throu h Exterior Door
KIX | KIX #3| KIX OIS | P 9
1. &2 Ho|HES 2C}, " ) ° KTX 2| KTX oI12 o< | e s=
Press the intercom button next to the exterior door. 1. A2 QZ H|A Hal XHK|Q| EEHS T 1. A2 HZ H|AbHal XHK|Q| 1. A2 S H|A "2 XK Q| EE7HS THCE,
A0el0| STHsiH AlBlS otz 2l &To|E of2E SEICE SHE HCE Break open the emergency door
2. SFRU0| SHIH Metg UEict
Notify the train crew of the situation Break open the glass cover of the 3 Break open the glass cover of the 3 release box.
emergenf:y release levers next to emergency release level next to the 2 AX0|Z o=mo2 So|n A%2S
the exterior door and pull the upper exterior door. o o -+
T 4org | 1EXX s= handle down. gloz Ao = o= U LIZICE
. 2. HES 23| V| n SRS EoZ Lo ight.
1 SURHES A olof = SHS HIY SHT| HHS 2ck, 2 ol ATO|S 2102 Llm AzS o HsS 2 S o 2of Pulthelevertotheright.
Open the emergency intercom box beside at the door or inside the car. "o a10{Li = oz Bl Lzic), e=n : :ull theEhanJ_ld_I:rthI:cte and push : Push door forward and to the side.
2. OIO|3Z 7HH 5 XA I 7| HX|H 00| 3 2IZ HES L2 AEHof| M Alehe 2ZICt, Pull the lower handle down and push the door.
Take out the microphone. Once the red light is om, press the button on the left of the microphone and inform the situation. the door.
o ™~ o~
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	016-021 맛집 탐방_문래
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